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FOREWORD

Relations between Türkiye and the European Union (EU) involve multi-layered and 
multi-dimensional cooperation, the depth and scope of which have steadily grown 
since the signing of the Ankara Agreement in 1963.

Although Türkiye has faced various political obstacles in the EU accession process, the 
fact that EU membership continues to be our strategic goal also reflects Türkiye’s 
determination.  This long-standing process is not only technical and sectoral in nature 
but also encompasses economic, social, and cultural dimensions, addressing all          
segments of society. In this context, providing timely and accurate information               
through credible channels to all relevant parties, both at home and abroad is of             
significant importance.

The Directorate for European Union Affairs is the main institution responsible for        
directing, monitoring and coordinating the work to prepare Türkiye for EU                 
membership and the coordination of post-membership activities. With a                          
quarter-century of experience, the Directorate continues to effectively fulfil its 
responsibilities: managing Türkiye's relations with the EU and its institutions, and 
ensuring the overall coordination of accession negotiations between Türkiye and the 
EU. The Directorate is also responsible for the overall management of financial                 
cooperation between Türkiye and the EU, with a particular focus on programming, 
monitoring and evaluating of financial resources utilized through projects                     
implemented across nearly all dimensions of this relationship, while also informing 
both the Turkish and EU publics.

The publication series "Türkiye-EU Relations in Infographics", launched in line with 
Türkiye's EU Communication Strategy (EUCS) within the framework of the 25th            
anniversary of the establishment of our Directorate, has been prepared for all              
stakeholders interested in Türkiye's EU accession process. This series is designed to 
provide accessible, up-to-date, and accurate information to all stakeholders involved 
and interested in Türkiye’s EU accession process. Infographics also presents the EU’s 
institutional structure, decision-making mechanisms, and policy areas, along with 
key milestones in Türkiye’s path to the EU, in a user-friendly format.

As the Directorate for EU Affairs, we hope that this publication will serve as a valuable 
resource for professionals, experts, academics, researchers, civil society and media 
representatives, and all citizens seeking to better understand the dynamics of           
Türkiye-EU relations.
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