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DISISLERI BAKAN YARDIMCISI VE AB
BASKANI BUYUKELCI FARUK KAYMAKCI:

“TURKIYE AB ICIN ANAHTAR BIR ULKEDIR”

AMBASSADOR FARUK KAYMAKCI, DEPUTY MINISTER OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DIRECTOR FOR EU AFFAIRS: "TURKEY IS
A KEY COUNTRY FOR THE EU"

tirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi (AB) ile olan iligkilerini yogun

bir calisma temposu ile yiiriiten Digisleri Bakan

Yardimcisi ve AB Bagkan Biiyiikelci Faruk Kaymaket,

tilkemizin tarim, ekonomi basta olmak tizere bir¢ok konu-
da ABiilkelerii¢in anahtar konumunda oldugunu belirtiyor. IPARD
programlarini bagari ile siirdiiren tilkemizin, bu alandaki bagarist ile
bir¢ok iilkeyi geride biraktigina da dikkat ceken Kaymaker ile, AB ile
iligkilerimiz, gelecek hedeflerimiz ve IPARD programlarindaki
bagarimiza iliskin 6nemli bir réportaj gerceklestirdik.

» Disisleri Bakanhgi AB Baskanhgi gorevinizin kapsamini
ve faaliyet alanlarim paylasabilir misiniz?

Bagkanhigimiz, tilkemizin Avrupa Birligi (AB) {iyeligine hazirlan-
maslicin yapilacak calismalarm yonlendirilmesi, izlenmesi, esgtidii-
mil ile iiyelik sonrasi calismalarin esgiidiimiinii saglamak tizere
2000 yilinda Avrupa Birligi Genel Sekreterligi (ABGS) adiyla kurul-
mustur. 2011 yihnda AB Bakanlig1 adi altinda ayr1 bir Bakanlik ola-
rak orgiitlenmis, 2018 yilinda ise Cumhurbagkanlig1 Yonetim
Sistemine gecisle birlikte AB siirecimizin tek elden yiiriitiilmesini
teminen Disisleri Bakanhgimza bagh bir Bagkanlik olarak yeniden
yapilandirilmigtir.

Kuruldugu giinden bu yana Bagkanligimiz, Tiirkiye’yi AB tiyeligine
tastyacak reformlarin ve demokratiklesme ¢abalarinin yiiriitiilme-
sinde 6nemli bir rol tistlenmistir. Yalmzca Tiirkiye’deki kurum ve
kuruluglarla degil, AB kurumlariyla da yakin igbirligi icerisinde
calismalar yiiriiten Bagkanhgimizin faaliyetleri 4 temel alanda 6zet-
lenebilir. Bunlar: 35 fasil temelinde AB'ye katilim miizakereleri; AB
ile uyum yoniinde reform calismalari; Tiirkiye-AB mali igbirligi
kapsaminda sagliktan cevreye, tarim ve kirsal kalkinmadan tiiketici
haklarina kadar bircok farkl alanda ve tilkemizin farkh bolgelerin-
de yiiriitiilen AB program ve projeleri ile 4) Avrupa Birligi fletisim
Stratejisi (ABIS) kapsaminda yurtici ve yurtdisinda yiiriitiilen ileti-
sim faaliyetleridir. Ayrica, vatandaslarimiza vize serbestisi saglan-
masi1, gimriik birliginin giincellenmesi, sivil toplum
kuruluslarimizin kapasitelerinin arttirilmasina yonelik calismalar
ile go¢ yonetimi gibi Tiirkiye-AB iligkilerindeki glincel meselelerle
ilgili olarak da diger Bakanhklarimiz ve kuruluslarla birlikte ¢calis-
maktay1z. AB siirecimiz kapsaminda yiiriitiilen calismalar sadece
teknik temelde degildir. Siyasi, sosyal ve kiiltiirel alanlar1 da icer-
mektedir. Bu nedenle, hem i¢ hem dis kamuoyu desteginin en yiik-
sek diizeyde tutulmasi 6nem tagimaktadir. ABIS kapsaminda
Tiirkiye ve AB kamuoylarin siire¢c hakkinda dogru ve etkin bir
sekilde bilgilendirmeye bu baglamda 6zel 6nem atfediyoruz.
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(EN] overning Turkey’s relations with the European Union

(EU) under an intensive workload, Ambassador Faruk

Kaymakci, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and

Director for EU Affairs, states that Turkey holds a key
status for EU nations in many aspects, especially in agriculture and
economy. Highlighting that our country surpassed many countries
thanks to its success in IPARD programs, Kaymakci responded to
our questions during an important interview on our current relations
with the EU, our future goals, and our success in IPARD programs.

» Could you share the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Directorate for EU Affairs' scope of tasks and its fields
of operation?

Our Directorate was founded under the name "Secretariat General
for EU Affairs” (SGEU) in 2000 in order to guide, monitor and
coordinate activities to prepare our country for the European Union
(EU) membership and to ensure the coordination of activities after
accession. It was organized as a separate ministry under the name
"Ministry for EU Affairs” in 2011, then restructured in 2018 after
switching to the Presidential System as a Directorate under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order to conduct our EU process
centrally.

Since the day it was founded, our Directorate has taken an important
role in efforts towards reform and democratization that will carry
Turkey to EU membership. The operations of our Directorate,
which carries out activities in close cooperation, not only with
institutions and organizations in Turkey but also with the EU, can be
summarized in four main areas.

These are; 1) EU accession negotiations based on 35 chapters, 2)
Reform activities for harmonization with the EU, 3) EU programmes
and projects in various fields such as health, environment,
agriculture and rural development carried out across different
regions of our country with the financial cooperation of Turkey and
the EU, 4) Domestic and foreign communication activities
conducted within the scope of the European Union Communication
Strategy (EUCS).

We also work along with other Ministries and organizations with
regard to currentissues in Turkey-EU relations such as granting our
citizens visa liberalization, modernization of the customs union and
increasing the capacity of civil society organizations as well as
managing migration.

Activities within the scope of our EU process are not strictly
technical. They also include political, social and cultural areas.
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» AB Baskanhg gorevinizle ilgili hali hazirda yiiriittiigiiniiz
onemli projeler nelerdir? Hedeflerinizden bahsedebilir
misiniz?

En 6nemli projemiz siiphesiz iilkemizin AB katilm siirecinin yeni-
den canlandirilmasi ve reformlara hiz verilmesinin saglanmasidir.
Katilim siirecimizde yeni fasillarin acilmasi, bazi AB iiyesi tilkeler
tarafindan siyasi olarak engellenmektedir. Ancak, bu durum bizim
fasillara dair kriterler {izerinde ¢alismamiza ve reform cabalarimiza
hiz vermemize engel olmamalidir. Neticede, atilan her adim hem
Tiirkiye-AB iligkilerine hem vatandaglarimizin giinliik hayatina
olumlu sekilde yanstyacaktir. Uzerinde yogun olarak calistigimiz
konulardan biri de vatandaglarimiza vize serbestisi verilmesine dair
kalan alt1 kriterin yerine getirilmesidir. Vatandaglarimizin vize
engeline ve biirokrasisine maruz kalmadan Schengen bolgesine
seyahat edebilmesinin, iliskilerimizi her alanda gelistirecegine ina-
niyorum. Diger bir cabamiz da, AB ile mevcut Giimriik Birligi’nin
giincellenmesi ve tarim, kamu alimlari ve hizmetler gibi sektorleri
de cikarlarimiza uygun oldugu 6lciide kapsar hale getirilmesidir.
Yapilan bagimsiz calismalar bu durumun hem tilkemize hem AB’ye
ekonomik /ticari nemli kazanglar saglayacag: yoniindedir.
Tletisim ve sivil toplumla diyalog, calismalarimizda ¢cok énemli bir
yere sahiptir. Ulkemizde sivil toplumun gelismesi, sivil toplum diya-
logunun giiclendirilmesi, Tiirkiye’nin AB iiyeliginin getirecegi
fayda ve firsatlarin hem Tiirk halkina hem AB halklarina dogru bir
sekilde anlatilmasi, AB’ye katilim siirecimizin en 6nemli unsurlari
arasinda yer almaktadir. Giiclii bir sivil toplumun, saghikh isleyen bir
demokrasinin vazgecilmez bir 6gesi oldugunu ve miizakere siire-
cinde pek ¢cok engeli ortadan kaldirarak elimizi giiclendirecegini
biliyoruz. AB’ye uyum siirecinde siyasi, biirokratik ve teknik diizey-
lerde yiiriitiilen calismalarin halkimiz tarafindan anlagilmasi ve

icsellestirilmesi, ancak sivil toplumun giiclenmesi, politika yapma
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Assuch, itisimportant for domestic and foreign public support to be
at the highest level. Within the scope of EUCS, we give special
importance to informing the Turkish and EU public with regard to
the process in an accurate and effective manner.

» What are the significant projects that you currently
implement related to your task as the Directorate for
EU Affairs? Could you elaborate on your goals?

Our most significant project, undoubtedly, is the re-vitalizing our
country’s EU accession process and the acceleration of reforms. The
opening of new chapters in our accession process is being politically
blocked by some EU members. However, this should not hinder our
activities on criteria with regard to the chapters and our efforts for
the reform. After all, each step taken forward will reflect positively
on Turkey-EU relations as well as the daily lives of our citizens.
One of the issues we are intensively working on is to fulfil the six
remaining benchmarks with regard to granting visa liberalization for
our citizens. I believe that enabling our citizens to travel in the
Schengen area without the obstacles and bureaucratic procedures
that the visa process could create, would improve our relations in
every area. Another effort of ours is to update the current Customs
Union with the EU to ensure that it covers sectors such as agriculture,
public procurement and services in a manner suitable for our
interests. Independent studies indicate that this would provide
significant financial /commercial benefits to our country as well as
the EU. Communication and dialogue with civil society have a
significant role in our activities. Improving civil society, empowering
civil society dialogue, informing both the Turkish and the EU public
opinion about the benefits of Turkey’s accession to the EU would
bring upon, in an accurate manner are among the most important
elements of our EU accession process. We know that a strong civil
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ve karar alma siireclerine aktif katilmasiyla miimkiin olabilecektir.

Tiirk ve AB halklar1 arasinda mevcut ényargilarin bertaraf edilerek
kargihikh giiven ve anlayisa dayali bir diyalog tesis edilmesinde sivil
toplumun tizerine diisen sorumlulugun da farkindayz. Sivil toplu-
mun, AB iilkelerindeki sivil toplumla kuracag; iletisim sayesinde
Tiirkiye ve AB arasinda kalic1 kopriiler kurulabilecektir. Bu neden-
le, Bagkanligimiz 15 yih agkin siiredir hem Tiirkiye ve AB sivil top-
lumlari arasinda diyalogun giiclenmesi hem Tiirkiye’de faaliyet
gosteren sivil toplum kuruluglarinin kapasitesinin gelistirilmesi i¢in
cok sayida proje ve etkinlik gerceklestirmektedir.

Sivil toplumu, Tiirkiye-AB mali isbirligi kapsaminda tipki cevre,
enerji ve ulastirma gibi bir sektor olarak tanimladik ve ¢alismalari-
miza bu acidan yaklagarak hiz verdik. 5. ddnemini uygulamakta
oldugumuz Sivil Toplum Diyalogu Programi ve yakin zamanda 3.
dénem cagrisina ciktigimiz Sivil Toplum Destek Programi gibi
programlarla sivil topluma 6niimiizdeki donemde de destegimizi
stirdiirecegiz. 2009 yihinda kamu, 6zel sektor, sivil toplum kurulus-
lar1 ve medyanin katkilariyla hazirladigimiz ve o donem bizzat kat-
kida bulundugum ABIS ¢ercevesinde miizakere siirecimizi ve
yapilan reform calismalarini anlatan iletisim etkinlikleri gercekles-
tiriyoruz. ABIS yurtdisi ayaginda, AB’li muhataplarimizdan AB
vatandaglarina, gazetecilerden STK’lara, tiniversitelerden AB
kurumlarina kadar tiim kesimlere yonelik iletisim faaliyetleri siir-
diiriiyor, tilkemizin AB’ye iiyeliginin her iki tarafa da getirecegi fay-
dalary, tiyeligin bir kazan-kazan iligkisi oldugunu ve Tiirkiye’nin bir
Avrupa ilkesi oldugunu vurguluyoruz. ABIS’in yurti¢i ayaginda ise
vatandaglarimiza, genclerimize, STK’larimiza, medyamiza kisacasi
toplumumuzun her kesimine AB tiyelik siirecinin simdiye kadar
iilkemize sagladig: faydalar1 ve asil hedefimiz olan AB tiyeligi ile
birlikte elde edecegimiz kazanmimlar anlatiyoruz. Tiim bu faaliyet-
ler ile karsilikli 6nyargilar: gidermeyi ve yanlis bilgileri ortadan kal-
dirmay1 amacliyoruz. Sahsen biiyiik 6nem verdigim bir diger
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society is an essential feature of a functioning democracy and would
strengthen our hand in the negotiation process by removing many of
the obstacles. The political, bureaucratic and technical activities
carried out in the EU harmonization process can only be understood
and embraced by our public if civil society is strengthened and
actively participates in policy-making and decision-making
processes. We are aware also of the responsibility that the civil
society has with regard to establishing a dialogue between the
Turkish and the EU public based on mutual trust and understanding
by eliminating current prejudices. Permanent bridges can be built
between Turkey and the EU with the assistance of communication
established between Turkish civil society and the civil society of the
EU. To thisend, our Directorate has been carrying out a multitude of
projects and activities in order to strengthen dialogue between
Turkish civil society and the civil society of the EU, as well as to
increase the capacity of non-governmental organizations in Turkey.
Within the scope of the financial cooperation between Turkey and
the EU, we have defined civil society as a sector in the vein of
environment, energy and transportation and accelerated our
activities accordingly. We will continue to provide our support for
civil society in the upcoming period with programmes such as the
Civil Society Dialogue Programme, which is currently in its fifth
period, and the Civil Society Support Programme, whose third call
period has begun recently. Within the scope of EUCS, which we
prepared in 2009 with the contributions of the public sector, the
private sector, civil society organizations and the media and to which
1 personally contributed, we carry out communication activities that
explain the negotiation process and the reform activities.

In the foreign dimension of EUCS, we carry out communication
activities directed towards all segments including our interlocutors
from the EU, EU citizens, journalists, NGOs, universities and EU
institutions. Within this context, we emphasize the mutual benefits
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projemiz ise, benim de mezunlar: arasinda bulundugum Avrupa
Koleji Burs Programu. 2010 yilindan bu yana Bagkanliginmizin eggii-
diimiinde 6zel sektor ve sivil toplum 6rgiitlerinden sagladigimiz
burslarla yiirtittiigiimiiz Avrupa Koleji Burs Programu ile gelecegin
Tiirk Avrokratlarini yetistirmeye katkida bulunuyoruz. Bugiine
kadar181 Tiirk 6grenci Avrupa Kolejinde 1 yillik yiiksek lisans egiti-
mi ald1. Bu 6grencilerin 1151 Bagkanhgimiz koordinasyonunda ytirii-
tiilen Burs Programi kapsaminda bu imkandan faydalandi. Avrupa
Koleji'nde egitim hakki kazanan bursiyerlerimizin her birini AB
elcisi olarak goriiyor ve Burs Programini bu anlayisla tilkemizin ve
AB iiyelik siirecimizin gelecegine yapilan kiymetli bir yatirim oldugu
inancyla yiiriitiiyoruz. Aym sekilde her y11180 civarinda gencimize,
biirokratimiza Jean Monnet bursu ile AB iilkelerinde yiiksek lisans
yapma ve AB ile ilgili bir alanda uzmanlagma olanag sunuyoruz.

» Su anda AB ile iliskilerimizde giiclii ve avantajh
oldugumuz konular nelerdir?

Tirkiye jeopolitik konumu ve sahip oldugu yetenekler itibariyle
giivenlik, savunma, dis politika, ekonomi, enerji, ulagtirma gibi pek
cok kritik alanda AB’nin giiciine gii¢ katabilme, AB’nin bolgesel ve
kiiresel stratejilerine 6nemli katkilar yapabilme imkéanina sahiptir.
Bu nedenle iliskinin basindan beri hem giiclii hem avantajh
durumdadir. Tiirkiye, bu 6zellikleriyle AB i¢in vazgecilmezdir.
Uyeligimize karsi olan iilkeler ve siyasiler bile Tiirkiye’nin bu
gliclinii ve 6nemini teslim etmektedir. Tiirkiye’nin AB tiyeligi
bugiin eskisinden daha 6nemli ve kiymetlidir. Zira, son yillarda hizla
degisen kiiresel dinamikler AB’yi pek cok yeni smnamaile karsi kargtya
getirmistir. Tiirkiye, bu smamalarin iistesinden gelmek konusunda

AB icin anahtar bir {ilkedir. AB’nin son dénemde giivenlik ve
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of a Turkey’s membership in the EU that such a membership
would create a win-win situation for both sides and that Turkey
is a European country. In the domestic dimension of EUCS, we
tell our citizens, the youth, NGOs and the media, that is to say all
segments of our society, about the benefits the EU accession
process that has brought to our country so far, and the benefits
that will be gained with EU membership, which is our main goal.
With all these activities, we seek to eliminate mutual prejudices
and incorrect information.

Another project that is of personal importance to me is the
College of Europe Scholarship Programme, where I personally
graduated from. We contribute to the development of Turkish
Eurocrats of the future with the College of Europe Scholarship
Programme that we carry out under the coordination of our
Directorate since 2010 with the scholarships procured by the
private sector and non-governmental organizations. So far, 181
Turkish students have received one-year postgraduate education
in Europe College. 115 of these students benefited from this
opportunity within the scope of the Scholarship Programme
conducted under the coordination of our Directorate. We see
each and every one of our scholarship students who obtain the
opportunity to be educated at the College of Europe as our
ambassadors to the EU. We continue to conduct the Scholarship
Programme with the belief that it is a valuable investment for the
future of our country and its EU accession process. We also offer
around 180 young people and bureaucrats the opportunity to
pursue postgraduate studies in EU member states and become an
expert in a field related to the EU with the Jean Monnet
scholarship.
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savunma alaninda kendini gliclendirmeye calistigim gérmekteyiz.
Avrupa, ABD ile iliskilerinde yasanan kirilmanin farkindadir. Artik
kendi giivenligini kendi ellerine almak istemektedir. Bu noktada
Tiirkiye ¢cok 6nemli bir iilke olarak 6ne cikmaktadir. Gerek diizen-
siz go¢ krizi, gerek Ortadogu’da yaganan gelismeler AB’nin giiven-
ligi acisindan Tiirkiye’nin kilit 6nemde bir iilke oldugunu gozler
Oniine sermistir. Go¢ yonetimi de AB ile iliskilerimizde giiclii oldu-
gumuz bir diger bagliktir. AB ile go¢ konusunda baglattigimiz cok
boyutlu isbirligimiz bugiin bir bagar: hikayesidir ve pek cok iilke ile
yasanan sorunlarda bir model olarak sunulmaktadr. Igbirligimiz
sayesinde, Ege Denizi'nde can kayiplarinin 6niine gecilmis, pek cok
insan kacakeiligi sebekesi cokertilmis, tilkelerinden ka¢gmak zorun-
da kalan insanlara giivenli ve onurlu yollar yaratilmistir. Ulkemiz
hala ciddi bir go¢ baskis1 altindadir, buna ragmen 6zellikle kolluk
kuvvetlerimizin 6zverili calismalariyla ¢cabalarimizi siirdiirmekte-
yiz. Bazi tilkelerde gé¢men karsit1 egilimlerin yiikseliste oldugu bir
donemde, insani sorumlulugumuzun bilinciyle, 3,7 milyonu
Suriyeli olmak iizere 4 milyondan fazla yabanciya gecici koruma
altinda ev sahipligi yapmaya devam etmekteyiz. Diinyada en fazla
miilteciye ev sahipligi yapan tilke olarak, AB’den ve iiye tilkelerinden
kiilfet ve sorumluluk paylasiminda daha etkin olmalarim bekliyoruz.
Go¢ yonetimi, salt giivenlik anlayisiyla degil, insani boyutuyla da ele
alinmasi gereken ve uluslararast igbirligini zorunlu kilan bir alandir.
Bu anlayistan yola ¢ikarak, AB, gocii 6nlemek yerine gocii yonetme-
ye odaklanarak kiilfet paylasimi konusunda daha fazla adim atar ve
18 Mart Mutabakatinda yer alan Goniillii insani Kabul Programini
hayata gecirirse, isbirligimizin etkisi daha da artacaktir. Enerji,
ulastirma ve baglantililik bakimlarindan da Tiirkiye avantajl bir
konumdadur. Biitiin bunlar su gercegi ortaya koymaktadir: AB’'nin
kars1 karsiya kaldig1 sinamalar1 asmasi ve giiclii bir kiiresel aktor
olabilmesi i¢in Tiirkiye’ye ihtiyaci bulunmaktadir. Tiirkiye nin tiyesi
oldugu bir AB, daha giiclii, daha kapsayici, daha hoggoriilii ve daha
biiyiik bir kiiresel gii¢ olacaktur. Tiirkiye gibi bir iilkeyle biitiinles-
mek AB’nin ciddi anlamda yararina olacaktir.

» IPARD Programinin uygulanmas Tiirkiye ile AB
iliskilerini nasil etkiledi?

IPARD Programy, iilkemizin tarim ve kirsal kalkinma politikalari-
nin, AB’nin Ortak Tarim Politikas1 (OTP) ve bunun bileseni olan
“AB Kirsal Kalkinma Politikasina” uyumu bakimindan biiyiik 6nem
tasimaktadir. IPARD programinin basari ile uygulanmasi,
Tiirkiye'nin AB’ye {iyelik siirecinde tarim ve kirsal kalkinma konu-
larmin ele alindig1 11 No.lu Tarim ve Kirsal Kalkinma Faslinda ve
dolayisiyla tiyelik miizakerelerinde ve tiyelige hazirhk calismalarin-
da somut bir ilerleme olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Diger taraftan,
IPARD programu ile tarim ve gida igletmelerinin modernizasyonu-
naverilen desteklerin, 12 No.lu Gida Giivenligi, Veterinerlik ve Bitki
Sagligr Politikas: Fash kapsaminda yiirtitiilmekte olan uyum calig-
malarina da 6nemli katkilar sundugunu gérmekteyiz. Esasen,
IPARD programi kapsamindaki kalkinma desteklerinin hedefi olan
“kirsal alanlarin”, gayrisafi hasila, niifus ve ekonomik gelir icindeki
pay1 bakimindan hem iilkemizde hem AB’de olduk¢a 6nemli bir
yere sahip oldugunu gérmek gerekmektedir. AB topraklarinin
%43,8'ini olusturan kirsal alanlar niifusun %18,9’unu barmdirmak-
tadir. AB gayrisafi hasilasina %1,2°lik bir katki saglayan kirsal alanlar
9,7 milyon isgiiciiyle toplam istthdamda %4,2’lik bir paya sahiptir.
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» What are our strengths and advantages in the
relations with the EU?

Due to its geopolitical positioning and capabilities, Turkey has the
potential to further strengthen the EU in critical areas such as
security, defence, foreign policy, economy, energy and
transportation. As well, we can make significant contributions to the
EU's regional and global strategies. In fact, Turkey has been strong
and advantageous since the beginning of relations. These attributes
make Turkey indispensable for the EU. Even the countries and
politicians who are opposed to Turkey’s membership
acknowledge Turkey’s strength and importance. Turkey’s EU
membership is more important and valuable today than in the
past. That is simply because of the fact that rapidly changing
global dynamics have created many new challenges for the EU.
Turkey is a key country for the EU’s ability to overcome all these
challenges.

We see that the EU has lately been attempting to strengthen itself
in the fields of security and defence. Europe is aware of the
breakup in its relations with the US. As of now, they want to gain
control of their own security. Turkey stands out as a very
important country in this regard. Irregular migration crisis, as
well as the developments in the Middle East have shown
Turkey’s crucial role with regard to the security of the EU.
Migration management is another issue in which we have a
strong position in our relations with the EU. The multi-
dimensional cooperation we initiated with the EU with regard
to migration is now a success story and is presented as a model
in cases of problems with countries. Our cooperation
prevented losses of life in the Aegean Sea, brought down many
human trafficking networks, and created safe and dignified
pathways for people who are forced to flee their countries.
Our country continues its efforts, especially with the devoted
work of our law enforcement officers, despite continuing to
face significant migration pressure. In a time where anti-
immigrant sentiments are on the rise in some countries, we
recognize our humanitarian responsibility and continue to
host more than 4 million foreigners, 3.7 million of which are
Syrian, under temporary protection.

As the country that hosts the largest number of refugees in the
world, we expect the EU and its member states to be more active in
the sharing of burden and responsibility. Migration management is
an area that should be handled in terms of not only security but also
humanity, and requires international cooperation. With this
understanding, our cooperation would be more effective if the EU
is focused not on the prevention of migration but the management
of migration, take more steps with regard to burden-sharing and
initiate the Voluntary Humanitarian Admission Scheme enshrined
in the 18 March Agreement.

Turkey is also at an advantageous position with regard to energy,
transportation and connectivity.

All these clearly indicate that the EU needs Turkey in order to
overcome the challenges it has faced with, and to be a strong global
actor. An EU with Turkey among its member states would be
stronger, more inclusive, more tolerant and a bigger global power.
Integration with a country like Turkey would be of great benefit
to the EU.
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Kirsal alanda ekonomik gelir cesitliligi acisindan AB oldukca ileri

bir seviyede olsa da halen tarim sektériiniin %5’e yakin payiyla kir-
sal ekonomide olduk¢a 6nemli bir yerde durdugunu séyleyebiliriz.
Tiirkiye’deki kirsal alan ve tarim verilerine baktigimizda, konunun
iilkemiz icin cok daha hayati oldugu goriilecektir. Ulkemiz toprak-
larmnm %90’m1 olusturan kirsal alanlardaki niifus tilkemiz niifusu-
nun %27,7’sini olusturmaktadir. Kirsal alanlarimizdaki basat
ekonomik gelir kaynag ise %66,4’litk payiyla tarim sektoridiir.
Toplam istihdamda %19,4’liikk paya sahip olan tarim sekt6rii gay-
risafi hasilamiza %6,7 oraninda bir katki saglamaktadir. Bu veri-
ler 1s131nda sunu net bir sekilde sdyleyebiliriz ki AB’ye kiyasla
bizim i¢in cok daha 6nemli olan, sosyal ve ekonomik gelismislik,
cevre ve iklim degisikligi, biyolojik cesitlilik, kiiltiirel miras gibi
bircok konuya temas eden tarim ve kirsal kalkinma politikalarina
daha fazla 6nem vermek gerekmektedir. Bu itibarla, IPARD
Programlarinin hazirlanmas: asamasinda AB’nin iilkemizden
talep ettigi, 6zellikle cok yilli bir ulusal kirsal kalkinma stratejisi-
nin, sektor analizleri, kamu, sivil toplum ve 6zel sektérden pay-
daglarla istisareler gibi calismalarin, Tiirkiye’de kirsal kalkinma
yaklagimina yeni bir soluk getirdigini sdylemek miimkiindiir. AB
gereklerine uygun olarak akredite edilmis bir IPARD Ajansi ve
AB kurallarina gore islemekte olan bir sistemin, {ilkemizin ulusal
kirsal kalkinma desteklerinin uygulanmasina da 6rnek tegkil etti-
gini belirtmeliyim. Tarim ve Kirsal Kalkinmay1 Destekleme
Kurumumuzun (TKDK) bu alandaki bagarisi ve tecriibesinin
ityelik sonrasinda Tiirkiye’nin kirsal kalkinma alanindaki Odeme
Ajansi gorevini iistlenmesi bakimindan da 6nemli oldugunun alti-
ni1 ¢izmek isterim.
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» How did the implementation of the IPARD Programme
affect Turkey-EU relations?

IPARD Programme is of great importance with regard to the
harmonization of our country’s agricultural and rural development
policies with the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and its
component "EU Rural Development Policy”. Successful
implementation of the IPARD programme is considered as a
tangible progress in Chapter 11 on Agricultural and Rural
Development, in which the issues of agricultural and rural
development with regard to Turkey’s EU accession process were
considered and accordingly, in Turkey’s membership negotiations
and its activities to prepare for membership. On the other hand, we
see that the aid provided to the modernization of agriculture and
food enterprises with the IPARD Programme makes significant
contributions to the activities aimed at harmonization efforts within
the scope of Chapter 12 on Food Safety, Veterinary and Phytosanitary
Policy. Principally, it should be recognized that "rural areas”, which
are the target of development aid within the scope of the IPARD
Programme, have a considerable place with regard to gross domestic
product, demographics and financial income, both in Turkey and in
the EU. Rural areas make up 43.8% of the EU territory and host
18.9% of the population. Making a contribution of 1.2% to the EU
gross domestic product, rural areas have a workforce of 9.7 million
people, making up 4.2% of total employment. While the EU is still
quite advanced with regard to financial income diversity in rural
areas, it could be said that agriculture still has a significant place in
rural economy with a share of 5%. Looking at data regarding rural
areas and agriculture in Turkey, one can see that the issue is much
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» IPARD Programinin Tiirkiye’deki uygulamalarina dair
AB temsilcilerinden size gelen yorumlar oldu mu?
Paylasabilir misiniz?

Sadece iist diizey temaslarimizda degil Avrupa Komisyonu yetkili-
leriyle teknik diizeydeki goriismelerimizde de Tiirkiye’nin 2011
yihindan bu yana IPARD Programlarin etkin bir sekilde yiirtitmesi-
nin takdirle karsilandigina tamk olmaktayiz. Diger aday tilkelerin
IPARD performans: Tiirkiye’ninkiyle kiyaslandiginda, ortaya ¢ikan
tabloda asgari sorun ve azami etkinlikle Tiirkiye 6n plana ¢ikmakta-
dir. 15 Temmuz hain darbe girisimi genel AB siirecimize oldugu gibi
TKDK'nin ¢calismalarina da belli bir siire zarar vermis ancak artik
etkin bir ¢alisma ortamina yeniden doniilmiistiir. Ayrica,
Tiirkiye’nin IPARD konusundaki basarisinimn, cesitli tanitim ve bilgi-
lendirme faaliyetlerinin de katkisiyla Avrupa Parlamentosu ve AB
Konseyi dahil olmak iizere AB kurumlari nezdinde tilkemizin iiyelik
stireci hakkinda oldukc¢a olumlu alg: yarattigim gozlemlemekteyiz.

» AB ile kirsal kallkinma alaninda yapilan bu is birliginin
Tiirkiye acisindan énemini sizin perspektifinizden
dinleyebilir miyiz?

ABileis birligimizin, kirsal kalkinma alaninda karar alma siirecinin
daha rasyonel hale gelmesine ve daha demokratik bir yol izlemesi-
ne katkida bulundugunu diisiinmekteyim. ABnin kirsal kalkinma
politikast ile uyum i¢in 6nemli bir arac olan IPARD Programu, Ulusal
Kirsal Kalkinma Stratejisi gibi ¢ok yilli politika belgelerinin olugtu-
rulmasy, planlama ve analitik degerlendirme ¢alismalar1 yapilmas,
kirsaldaki aktorlere s6z hakk: tantyan katilimei bir yapi olusturulma-
s1gibi siireclerle birlikte tilkemizin kirsal kalkinma yaklasiminda bir
reforma vesile olmaktadir.

l
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more vital for our country. Rural areas make up 90% of our country’s
territory, while 27.7% of the population live in such areas. Main
source of financial income in our rural areas is the agricultural sector
with a share of 66.4%. Agricultural sector makes up 19.4% of total
employment in our country, while contributing 6.7% to our gross
domestic product. In the light of this data, it can be clearly said that
agricultural and rural development policies, which mean more to us
than the EU and touch many issues such as social and economic
development, the environment and climate change, biodiversity and
cultural heritage, should receive more importance. In this respect, it
can be said that the activities requested by the EU as part of the
design of IPARD Programmes such as multi-annual national rural
development strategy, sectoral analysis, consultancy with the public
sector, private sector and civil society stakeholders have been a
breath of fresh air with regard to Turkey’s approach to rural
development. I have to point out that having an IPARD Agency
accredited in accordance with EU requirements and a system
operating in accordance with EU rules set an example for the
implementation of our national rural development aid. T want to
underline that the success and experience of the Agriculture and
Rural Development Support Institution (ARDSI) in this field are of
significance for its prospective role of Turkish paying agency in the
field of rural development after accession.

» Have you received any comments from EU representatives
regarding the implementation of the IPARD Programme in
Turkey? Could you share them with us?

Not only during our high-level contacts but also during our technical
level meetings with European Commission officials, we witness that

"
ROPORTAJ / INTERVIEW ¢ 23 TKDK
Pty



IPARD I ve IT Programlarinin icerdigi tedbirlerden yola ¢ikarak,
insanlarimizin giivenli gidaya erisiminde, kirsal niifusumuzun eko-
nomik faaliyetlerini cesitlendirmelerinde, yerel tirtinlerin 6n plana
cikarilarak kirsal refahin yiikselmesinde, kirsal alanda kadimlari ve
genclerin karar alma siirecine katilmalarinda ve bunun gibi bir¢ok
noktada AB ile ig birliginin olumlu yansimalarim gézlemlemek
miimkiindiir.

Bunlarin 6tesinde, Afyonkarahisar/Iscehisar’da tas islemeciligine,
Tokat/Resadiye’de kirsal turizme, Aksaray’da siit iiretimine,
Mardin/Derik’te ariciliga ve bunun gibi 42 ilimizde cesitli alt sek-
torlere yonelik TKDK tarafindan verilen hibelerin, yerel halk ile
AB’nin kargilagmasina aracilik etmesinden ve bu y6niiyle Ttirkiye
ile AB arasinda farkli bir iletisim kanali agmasindan memnuniyet
duyuyoruz.

» Diger AB aday iilkelerinin IPARD Programini (veya
benzeri programlari) uygulamasindaki basariy iilkemizin
basarisiyla kiyaslayabilir misiniz?

Ulkemiz, Arnavutluk, Karadag, Kuzey Makedonya ve Sirbistan ile
birlikte IPARD II siirecini yiiriiten aday iilkeler arasinda yer almak-
tadir. 2014-2020 dénemi i¢in IPARD kapsaminda AB tarafindan
tiim aday tilkelere yaklagik 1,1 milyar avro kaynak tahsis edilmigtir.
Ulkemizin TPARD biitcesinden aldig1 pay 615,5 milyon avro diize-
yindedir. Bu veriler, %55 oranindaki payiyla iilkemizin tek bagina,
diger dort aday tilkenin toplam IPARD biitcesinden daha fazla mik-
tarda AB fonuna talip oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Ancak, IPARD
Programinin Tiirkiye kirsal kalkinma politikasinin tek yiiklenicisi
olmasini beklemekten ziyade IPARD fonlarina AB ile uyum icin bir
arac olarak degerlendirmek ve bu biitceyi etkin bir sekilde kullan-
maya odaklanmak gerekir. Bu bakimdan, Tiirkiye’nin hem fon kul-
lanma kapasitesi hem farkli alanlarda fonlarin etkisini azami
diizeyde tutma becerisi bakimindan diger aday iilkelere nazaran
onde oldugu goriilmektedir.

Bildiginiz gibi, IPARD I Programuinda tarimsal isletmelerin moder-
nizasyonu, tarim ve balik¢ilik tirtinlerinin islenmesi ve pazarlanma-
st ile ciftlik faaliyetlerinin cesitlendirilmesi ve is gelistirme
alanlarinda hibe destegi saglanmigtir. 2014-2020 d6nemi IPARD IT
Programinda gelinen asamada bu tedbirlere ilaveten, yakin zaman-
da Avrupa Komisyonu tarafindan biit¢e yonetim yetkilerinin dev-
redilmesiyle beraber “Tarim-Cevre, Iklim ve Organik Tarim”
tedbiri ile “Yerel Kalkinma Stratejilerinin Uygulanmasi-LEADER
Yaklasim1” tedbirleri de devreye sokulmustur. Bu noktada,
Tiirkiye’nin bahsi gecen bu iki tedbiri uygulamaya baglayan ilk ve
tek aday tilke oldugunun altini ¢cizmek isterim. Dolayistyla, sadece
biitce biiyiikliigii bakimindan degil ayn1 zamanda Program icerigi-
nin zenginligi bakimindan da Tiirkiye’nin diger aday tilkelere 6rnek
teskil edecek bir konumda oldugu belirgin bir bicimde karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Buradan yola ¢ikarak, 2021-2027 doneminde uygula-
nacak IPARD III siirecinde iilkemizin performansinin artarak
devam edecegine inaniyorum.

» Ulkemizin diinya tariminin geleceginde soz sahibi
olacagina doniik ongoriilerinizi paylasabilir misiniz?

Tirkiye’de tarim sektorii, gayri safi katma degere %6,7lik katkisi,
toplam istihdamdaki %19,4'liik pay1 ile ekonominin 6nemli bir aya-
g1 olusturmaktadir. Zengin tarim arazilerinin yan sira iklim
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Turkey’s effective implementation of IPARD Programmes since
2011 has received appreciation. Comparing Turkey’s IPARD
performance with those of other candidate countries, by keeping
problems to a minimum and efficiency to a maximum, Turkey
stands out. Having damaged our EU process in general, the
treacherous coup attempt of 15 July likewise damaged the activities
of ARDSTI for a certain period of time, but since then, an effective
working environment has been reinstated. Additionally, we observe
that Turkey’s success with regard to IPARD, amplified by various
promotion and information activities, has left a positive impression
on EU institutions including the European Parliament and the
European Council regarding our country’s accession process.

» Could we have your take on the importance of this
cooperation with the EU in the field of rural development
for Turkey?

I think our cooperation with the EU makes the decision-making
process in the field of rural development more rational and more
democratic. IPARD Programme is an important tool for
harmonization with the EU’s rural development policy, and leads
towards a reform in our country’s approach to rural development
with processes such as establishing multi-annual policy documents
such as National Rural Development Strategy, carrying out planning
and analytical assessment studies, and creating an inclusive
structure that lets rural actors have a voice. Based on the measures
featured in the IPARD I and 11 Programmes, it is possible to observe
the positive impacts of the cooperation with the EU in many respects
such as enabling our people’s access to safe food, diversification of
the economic activities of our rural population, increasing rural
welfare by bringing local products to the forefront, and the
participation of women and the youth in the decision-making
process in rural areas.

Besides, we are pleased by that the grants allocated by ARDSI to the
stonework enterprise in Iscehisar of Afyonkarahisar, rural tourism
in Resadiye of Tokat, milk production in Aksaray, apiculture in
Derik, Mardin and various subsectors in 42 provinces mediated
contact between the local public and the EU, and accordingly
opened a new channel of communication for Turkey and the EU.

» Could you compare other EU candidate countries’
success in implementing the IPARD Programme (or
other similar programmes) with the success of our
country?

Our country is one of the candidate countries implementing the
IPARD I1 phase along with Albania, Montenegro, North Macedonia
and Serbia. Approximately 1.1 billion Euros was allocated for all
candidate countries by the EU within the scope of IPARD for the
2014-2020 period. Turkey’s share in the IPARD budget is 615.5
million Euros. This data indicates that our country, with its share
of 55%, applies for more EU funds than the total share of the
other candidate countries in IPARD budget. However, it is
important to conceive IPARD Programme as a tool for
harmonization with the EU and use the budget efficiently instead
of expecting the IPARD Programme to be the sole source of
finance of Turkey’s rural development policy. Within this
context, it is seen that Turkey is ahead of other candidate
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kogullar1 ve cografi yapisy, Tiirkiye'nin her mevsimde oldukea genis
bir yelpazede iriin yetistirebilmesini saglamaktadir. Findik, nohut,
zeytin, pamuk ve tiitiin, diinya iiretim verileri 1s131nda giiclii oldu-
gumuz iirtinler arasinda yer almaktadir. Tiirkiye’nin diinya tari-
mundaki yeri 6nemlidir.

Elbette ki tarim sektoriinde Tiirkiye’nin katetmesi gereken yol
bulunmaktadir. Tarim istatistiklerinin iyilestirilmesi, tarimsal tire-
timde yenilik¢i yaklagimlara ve arastirma-gelistirme faaliyetlerine
gerektigi 6lctide destek saglanmasi, tarimsal desteklerin etkinles-
tirilmesi, hayvan hastaliklar1 ile miicadele, cevreye duyarh tarimsal
iretimin yayginlastirilmas, tarim iirtinlerinde markalagsmanin
artirilmas: gibi bircok alanda ilerleme saglanmasi gerekmektedir.
Bu hususlarm ¢ogu 11. Kalkinma Planinda da yer almaktadir.
Planlanan hedefler dogrultusunda ilerlendigi takdirde, teknolojiyi
tarimla biitiinlestirmis, tarim-cevre iliskisini gozeten siirdiiriilebi-
lir tiretim tekniklerini benimsemis ve uluslararasi alanda rekabet
glicti artmug bir tarim sektoriiniin, tilkemizi diinya tariminda daha
ileri bir noktaya tastyacagina yiirekten inantyorum.

» Ulkemiz ve AB iliskilerinin gelecegine iliskin
ongoriileriniz nelerdir?

Tirkiye-AB iliskileri uzun bir gegmise dayanmaktadir. Dénem
donem sikintilar yasadigimiz bu inigli-¢ikish yolda herseye rag-
men taraflar tiyelik perspektifini ve iradesini canli tutmustur.
AB’ye iiye olmak, miizakere siirecinde kargilagilan her tiirlii zor-
luga ragmen, iilkemizin stratejik 6nceligi olmaya devam etmek-
tedir.

Tiirkiye-AB iliskilerinin bu inisli-cikisl dogasi, uluslararas:
sistemde ve AB icerisinde yasanan gelismelerden de etkilen-
mektedir.
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countries with regard to both its absorption capacity and its
ability to keep the impact of funds to a maximum level in various
fields. As you know, IPARD I Programme provided grant support
for the modernization of agricultural enterprises, the processing and
marketing of agricultural and fishery products and the diversification
of farm activities and business development. In addition to these
measures, 2014-2020 IPARD II Programme has introduced the
"Agriculture-Environment, Climate and Organic Agriculture”
measure and the "Implementation of Local Development Strategies-
LEADER Approach” measure after budget implementation tasks
were conferred by the European Commission. At this point, I would
like to underline that Turkey is the first and the only candidate
country that has begun to implement these two measures. Hence, it
is apparent that Turkey is an example for other candidate countries
in terms of not only its large budget but also the substance of its
Programme content. Based on this, I believe that our country’s
performance will continue to get better in the IPARD I1I phase to be
implemented in 2021-2027.

» Could you share with us your foresight on our country's
potential to have a voice in the future of global
agriculture?

The agricultural sector in Turkey constitutes a significant share of
the economy with its contribution of 6.7% to gross added value and
its share 0f 19.4% in total employment. Turkey’s rich agricultural
lands as well as its climatic factors and geographical make-up allow it
to produce products with a considerably wide range in every season.
Global production data shows that Turkey has a strong position in the
production of hazelnuts, chickpeas, olives, cotton and tobacco.
Turkey’s place in the world agriculture is significant.
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Ornegin, 2015 yilina kadar duragan seyreden iligkiler, Suriye’deki
gelismelerin neden oldugu insani trajedinin AB a¢isindan bir go¢
krizine dontismesiyle o donem 6nemli bir ivme kazanmigtir.
Tiirkiye-AB Zirveleri yapilmus ve 6nemli kararlar almmgtir. Bugiin
ise daha ziyade AB’de yasanan kimi sorunlarimn iligkilerimize yansi-
digini gérmekteyiz. Birlesik Krallik'in AB’den ayrilmas: siireci,
Avrupa Parlamentosu secimleri, Avrupa genelinde agir1 sag ve
popiilist politikalarin yiikselisi nedeniyle AB’nin i¢ine kapanma
dénemine girdigi soylenebilir. Avrupa genelinde ve AP icinde ana
akim merkez partilerin gii¢ kaybetmesi, son dsnemde kars1 karsiya
kalinan ¢oklu krizlerle birlikte degerlendirildiginde, AB'nin kendini
yeniden konumlandirma ihtiyacim bir kez daha ortaya koymakta-
dir. Avrupa Parlamentosu se¢imlerinin ardindan AB Konseyi,
Avrupa Komisyonu ve Avrupa Parlamentosu Bagkanlar1 yeniden
secilmekte ve AB’de yeni bir donem baglamaktadir. Goreve gelen
yeni isimlerin Tiirkiye ile birlikte, Tiirkiye’nin katilim stirecine
yonelik calismak yoniinde istekli olmalar1 en 6nemli beklentimiz-
dir. Oniimiizdeki dénemde meydana gelecek degisimlerin AB’ye ve
Tiirkiye-AB liskilerine nasil yansiyacagim yakindan takip edecegiz.
Tiirkiye AB tiyelik siirecine baghdir. Ancak; iliskilerimizin gelistiril-
mesiicin her iki tarafin da ¢aba sarf etmesi gerekmektedir. Ulkemiz
tizerine diiseni kararhhikla yapmaktadir. Bu konuda daha atmamiz
gereken adimlar elbette vardir. Reform giindemimiz {izerinde calis-
malarimiz devam etmektedir. AB’den de temel beklentimiz, iilke-
mizin bu siirecteki kararliligina aym kararhlikla kargilik vermesi ve
diger adaylara oldugu gibi iilkemize de tesvik edici olmasidir. Ne
yazik ki kimi zaman Avrupali dostlarimizin kisa vadeli siyasi ¢ikar-

lar1 ugruna sagduyularinm bir tarafa biraktiklarini gérmekteyiz.
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Turkey undoubtedly has room for improvement in the
agricultural sector. Improvement is needed in many areas such
as improving agricultural statistics, providing the necessary aid
for innovative approaches to agricultural production and
research and development activities, improving the
effectiveness of agricultural aid, combating animal diseases,
extending environment-friendly agricultural production, and
increasing branding for agricultural products. Most of these
issues are laid down in the 11th Development Plan. If the
objectives planned are followed, I firmly believe that an
agricultural sector that has integrated technology into
agriculture, embraced sustainable production techniques that
pay regard to agriculture-environment relationship, and
improved its international competitiveness will take our
country forward in global agriculture.

» What is your projection on Turkey-EU relations?
Turkey-EU relations are established on a long history. Despite
the occasional problems, the parties have kept the membership
perspective and the resolve alive on this road with ups and
downs. In spite of all challenges faced during the negotiation
process, becoming a member of the EU continues to be a
strategic priority for our country. The cyclical nature of Turkey-
EU relations is affected by developments in the international
system and in the EU. For example, being stable until 2015, the
relations gained significant momentum after the humanitarian
tragedy resulting from the developments in Syria that led to a
migrant crisis for the EU.

KIRSAL KALKINMA | RURAL DEVELOPMENT | #18

Bunun en son 6rneg, iilkemizin Dogu Akdeniz’deki megru faaliyet-
lerine yonelik olarak AB’nin aldig1 haksiz 6nlemler karardir. Bu
tutum sadece Tiirkiye’yi AB’den uzaklagtirmaya hizmet eder. Oysa
AB’nin hem kendi i¢indeki hem kiiresel sistemdeki degisimlerin
farkina varip Tiirkiye ile tutarli ve tiyeligi tesvik eden bir iligki gelis-
tirmesi elzemdir. AB bunu bagarabildigi 6l¢iide Tiirkiye-AB iligki-
leri daha ileri bir noktaya tasinabilecektir.

» Deniz-kum-giines turizmi disinda kirsal turizm, kis
turizmi kapsaminda da AB iilkelerinden cok sayida turist
iilkemize geliyor. Sizin temasta bulundugunuz AB
yetkililerinin, resmi programlar disinda tilkemize ilgileri
nasildir, davetiniz ve icabet edenler oldu mu?

Ulkemizde son zamanlarda alternatif turizm gesitlerini gelistirmek
icin 6nemli adimlar atilmaktadir. Bu memnuniyet vericidir. AB yet-
kililerinin resmi programlar disinda da tilkemize yogun ilgi goster-
diklerini gérityorum. Devlet Bagkanlari, Bakanlar, AB Komiserleri
Ozel programlari cercevesinde de iilkemize geliyorlar. Aileleriyle
birlikte iilkemizde tatil yapmay tercih edenlerin sayisi her giin art-
maktadir. Bunlarin bazilari basina yansiyor bazilari ise 6zel kaliyor.
Muhataplarim her firsatta bana iilkemizin kiiltiirel varliklarindan,
dogal giizelliklerinden ve tarihinden ¢ok etkilendiklerini sGylityor-
lar. Esasen, resmi ve 6zel ziyaretler vesilesiyle AB yetkililerinin
tilkemizi ziyaret etmelerini ve sahip oldugumuz kiiltiirel mirasi ve
alternatif turizm alaminda sunmus oldugumuz olanaklar1 yakindan
tanimalarim 6nemli buluyorum. Bu ¢ercevede, gerek resmi gerek
6zel temaslarimda muhataplarima tilkemizi daha sik ziyaret etme-
leri yoniinde telkinde bulunuyorum. Tiirkiye’yi gezen goren ve hal-
kiyla tanisanlarin AB iiyeligimiz konusundaki olumsuz
onyargilardan arindiklarim gériiyorum.
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Turkey-EU Summits were held and important decisions were
taken. Today, what we see more often is that the problems within
the EU are being reflected upon our relations. It could be argued that
the EU has entered a period of introversion due to Brexit, the
European Parliament elections and the rise of far-right and populist
policies across Europe. Loss of popularity of the mainstream parties
losing across Europe and in the EP and the multiple crises of recent
times indicate the need for the EU to re-position itself. Presidents of
the EU Council, the European Commission and the European
Parliament are elected after the European Parliament elections and
anew period for the EU begins. It is our main expectation that the
people who take office are willing to work with Turkey regarding
our accession process. We will closely follow how the upcoming
changes will impact the EU and Turkey-EU relations.

Turkey is committed to the EU accession process. However, both
parties need to make efforts to improve our relations. Our country is
determined to do its part. Beyond any doubt, there are steps to be
taken in this regard. Our activities on the reform agenda are
continuing. Our main expectation from the EU is for it to reciprocate
our country’s commitment in this process and support our country
just like other candidates. Unfortunately, sometimes, we witness
that our European friends leave aside their common sense for the
sake of their short-sighted political interests. The latest example of
this is the unjust measures taken by the EU with regard to our
country’s legitimate activities in the Eastern Mediterranean.

This attitude only serves to drift Turkey further apart from the EU.
Yet it is necessary for the EU to recognize the changes in the global
system as well as within the EU itself and to establish relations with
Turkey in a consistent and supportive manner. Turkey-EU relations
will advance as far as the EU is capable of doing so.

» In addition to sea-sand-sun tourism, many tourists
from the EU come to our country for the purposes of
rural tourism and winter tourism. How interested are
the EU officials in our country apart from their formal
programmes, have you invited them and if so, have they
accepted?

Recently, important steps have been taken to improve alternative
tourism types in our country. This is a pleasant development.

1 also see that the EU officials show great interest in our country
apart from their formal programmes. Heads of States, Ministers
and EU Commissioners visit our country as part of their individual
programmes. The number of people who prefer to have a vacation
in our country with their families is increasing everyday. Some of
these are reflected in the press, some do remain private. My
counterparts always tell me that they are very impressed by the
cultural heritage, natural beauties and history of our country. In
fact, I think it is important for the EU authorities to visit our
country via official and personal visits and familiarize themselves
with our cultural heritage and the opportunities we provide in the
field of alternative tourism. Within this framework, in my both
official and personal contacts, I am trying to convince my
counterparts to visit our country more often. I have been
witnessing that the ones who visit Turkey and have an opportunity
to meet our people, leave aside their negative prejudices regarding
our EU membership.
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