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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

* About half of Turkey's total land
devoted to agriculiure (41
millicn hactares)

* Turkey is a leading world p
ducer and et exporer o fufs
and vegetables with a producton
level Corrasponding to 60% of that
in the EU. It is also the major world
producer of hazeinuts and a com-
peitive producer of cereals, col-
fon, sugar, tobacco and olive oil, In
tetms: of agricultural products, the
EUis Turkey's 1* irade paner and
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# Among 33 European countries,
Turkey ranks 7thin terms of number
otapplications and the amount offi-
nancial assistance ihrough litelong

learning and rammes.
Through the alorementionad pro-
grammes, over 100.000 students
and educators have visited Turkey
betwaen the years 2004 and 2010,

» Turkey has a young and dynamic
population of over 73 million peo-
ple with an average age of 29.2.
This means 67,2% of the total pop-
ulation is of working age

* With its active labour force of
25,7 million people, Turkey is the
4 largest labour market in Europe.
Every year, 762:900 students gra-
duate from high schools, one third
of them from vocational and tech-

TURK

Turkey is the EU's 5 supplier.

y is_one of the foremost
sources of plants cuivated for food
in the world. 3 of the B gene centres
and the 3% bigges! seed gene bank
in the world are in Turkey.

* Turkey is one of the richest count-
ries of the world in biodiversity,
hosting 75% of all plant species
in Europe. There are 12.400 plant
species in Turkey, out of which
3.900 are endemic, These figures
are 2.400 and 12.000 in Europe res-
peciively.

* Anatolian fauna possess over

tinct_ bio-geographic regions and
is part of a major flyway for millions
af migratory birds. |t has over 500
habitats. Natural oid forests consi-
tule 03% of the forests in Turkey,
but only 1% in Europe,

* Turkey's acoession will double
EU's biodiversity and significantly
Gontribute 1o Europe's agricultural
and environmental suslainability

EUROPE'S
SOCIAL
DYNAMISM

nical schools, and nearly 450.000
graduates from 165 universilies
Join the labour market.

* The EU population currently has

anly slightly larger in the future.
About 21,7% of the population is
axpectad to be over 65 by 2025,
Life expectancy of Europeans ri-
ses while average fertity rate falls
down. As a resull, the EU wil lose

32 million people of working age
by 2050,

{ Posseasing ina youngeat pops
latien in Europe, with a good level
of education, Turkey will contribute
to labour markats and social wel-
fare systems in the member states
and increase the social dynamism
of the EU.

* During 2004-2009, 23.361 Tur-
kish students have siudied for a
semester abroad in a European
university, while 7081 European
students have studied in Turkish
unwersities under the Erasmus
programme.
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The willngness of the EU and
Turksy 1o share a common future
dates back aver 50 years. After its
application in 1959, Turkey signed
an assaciation agreement with the
European  Economic  Community
in 1963 which explicitly envisaged
membership. This reflects Turkey's
major strategic role since the EU's
formative early year

The completion of the Customs
Union in 1996 enhanced Turkey's
sconomic intsgration with the EU,
while the acknowledgement of its
candidate status in 1999 initiated
a comprehensive reform process
in the country. After the unanimous
decision of EU member states that
Turkay had sufiiciently complied
with the political criteria for mem-
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« The territary of moderm Turkey has
been homa to major civlisations
throughout history. Hitttes, Lydians,
Lycians, Phrygians, Romans, Byzan-
tines, Sefjuk Turks, Oftomans, as
well as peoples from the Balkans,
Gaucasus, Black Sea and Gentral
Asian ragions. all form Turkey's his-
torical and culural herttage.

« Since the 117 century Turks have
been heirs to the rich Greco-Latin
culture of the Roman and Byzan-
tne Empires, as well as Judeo-
Christian cullure in Anatolia, Tur-
key is the birthplace of men and
cities that are major symbols of
European  civiisation like Thales,
Herodotus, Diogenes, Homer,
Saint. Nicholas, Saint Paul, Troy,
Pergamon and Ephesus. Nicaea,
the thid "holy Gity” of the Christian
world after Jerusalem and Vaican,
is alsoin Turkey. The very name of
Europe originates from the Phosni

FUTUR

bership, accession negotiations
started in 2005. Since then, the po-
litical, economic and social trans-
formation accelerated by the ac-
cession process is bringing Turkay
closer to the EU every day.

Today, rapidly changing global
dynamics and_common interests
make Turkey-EU integration in-
creasingly critical and indispen-
‘sable for both sides. The EU plays
a key role in the madernization of
Turkey. Turkey plays a key role in
the achisvement of EU goals of a
more powerful, secure and stable
future

EUROPE'S

CULTURAL
DIVERSITY

cian princess "Europa”, meaning
“where the sun sels” and referring
10 the lands of taday’s Turkey.

* Mevlana, with his inspiring ide
as, became extremely  influential
not only in the Muslim world and
Anatolia, but throughout the entire
world. Yunus Emre, called every-
one to peace regardiess of race
language or religien. They were
boih brought up on these lands
and their impact has lasted be
yond generations.

« Various efhnic and refigious com-
munibes have been living side by
side for centuries on the terrtory of
modern Turkey. Today, Turkey is st
home to many diflerent ethnicities
and religions namely Kurds, Alevis,
Assytians, Arabs, Amnenians, Cir-
cassians, Laz, Greeks, Roma, Jews,
Chnstians, Musims and others,
making Turkish sociely a mosaic of
derse cultures.

« Turkey's accession will enhance
the multicultural nature of the EU
and bring further meaning to its
motto, “unity in diversity".
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EUROPE'S

ROLE AS A GLOBAL ACTOR
~ -
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* As the most eastern part of the
Wast and the most western part of
the East, Turkey enjoys a unique
strategic pesition in its region for
geographical, cultural and histori-
cal reasons, It is an active player
and a credible mediator/facilitator
in critical areas such as the Mid
dle East, South Caucasus, Central
Asia, the Black Sea basin, Mediter-
ranean and the Balkans.

« Turkay is a unique country whera
a secular democracy has taken
hold within a pradoeninantly Mus-
lim population. This particularity 01
Turkey underlines the compati
of lslam and democratic values.
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= With the second largest amy in
NATO after the US, Turkey has a
crucial role in the success of the
Comman Security and Defence Po-
licy of the EU. Turkey has proved ts
key postion in this area by providing
security assets 1o the EU and inter-
national oparations in many regicns,
from Cango to the Westam Balkans,
‘Afghanistan to Sudan.

Commsicrior for Enargomont and
Nehbcrhood Pobicy Sefan Fule

* As a country which is a member
of Westarn and Islamic organi-
zations at the same time, Turkey
leads “The Alliance of Civilisations
initiative with Spain, under the aus-
pices of the UN.

o Turkey's EU accossion wil
strengthen the influence of the
EU as a global actor; increase ils
credibility within the Musim world
by confirming that it is not an ex-
clusive *Christian Club* but rather
a union of democratic values, and
send a pawerlul message 1o the
world that the “Clash of Civilisa-
tions” can be avoide

EUROPE'S

DEFENCE AND

SECURITY

» Being a pillar of stability and a
hub of peace, Turkey contributes
to confiict resolution in both its
own neighbourhood and  other
critical regions such as the Middle
Easl. It has also facilitated talks
between, among athers, Afghanis-
tan and Pakistan, Russia and
Georgia and Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Serbia.

» Turkey has significant potential to
help the EU in the fight against in-
tornational terrorism, llegal immigra-
tion, trafficking in crugs. ams, hu
man beings, and criminal activites
of all kinds.

* An EU including Turkey will be
more succassiulin dealing with both
extomal and internal throats jao-
pardizing Europe's securiy.
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« Turkey is the 16" largest eco-
nomy in the world and the 6* lar-
gest in Europe. Turkey is one of
1he fastest growing aconomies in
ihe warld, and the fastest growing
economy in Europe. As one of the
10p 10 emerging markets, it is also
amember of G

+ The GDP growth rate in the 2004-
2008 period avaraged 6,06%. Ac-
carding to the OECD, Turkey will
have the third highest growin rate
after China and India by 2017. Al-
ter 2017, it willfise 1o second place
surpassing India.

« As from 2010, the services, in-
dustrial and agricullural sectors
account for 69%, 21,5% and 9.5%
of tho GDP raspactively. Turkey's
manufacturing industry has a 93%
share intotal exports. Tha country is
among the world's leading export-
ers in many sectors. Turkey is
1ope's 2nd largest supplier of tex
files and garments and 2nd Iargas|
source of automotive goods.

out of every twa household apphr
ances in Europe is made in Turkey.
Bosides, Turkay is world’s leading
producer of boron, 2nd largest ex-
porter of jewellery, 3rd largest pro-
ducer of ceramic liles in the world,
and 3rd largest producer of steel in
Europe
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EUROPE'S
SUCCESS IN

GLOBAL
ECONOMY

+ The EU is Turkey's 1 trade part-

nor. Turkey s the EU's 7%, The EU's
share in Turkey's exports and im-
ports is 46% and 30% respective-
Iy

«In torme of share of GOP spent
on RAD between 2002-2007, Tur-
key ranks ahead of 23 EU nations
as the 5th country. In the same time
period, Turkey has also raised its
number of rasearchers by 107%,
securing the fastest increase rate
in Europe.

+ Turkey, with its strong and insti-
tutionalised economy which has at-
tracted more than 84 billon dollars
worth of foraign direct investment
in the Iast 8 years, has bacoma the
15th most atiractive country in the
world in terms of foreign direct in-
vestment between 2008-2010, As
fram 2010, foreign direct invest-
ment made by Turkish invesiors
abroad has reached 22.5 billion
dollars,

 Turkey is the 7% most popular
tourist destination in the world,
while Istanbul, the “European Capi-
tal of Culture 2010°, “European
Capital of Sports 2012" is the 7*
most visited city in the warld.

* Foreign direct investment inflows
to Turkey amounted to €10 billon
in 2008, while Turkish direct invest-
ments in more than 50 countries
amounted to €1.7 billion

+ Turkey's accession will increase
the size of the European internal
market, as wall as tha competi-
tivensss of the EU in the global
economy.

EUROPE'S

ENERGY SECURITY

« Turkey is an energy corridor bet-

cruds oil and natural gas raserves
of the world are located in Russia,
the Caspian and Middle East re-
gions surrounding Turkey.

® The EU's current energy depen
dency rate exceeds 50% and is ex-
pecied to reach 70% by 2030, As
a part of big scale energy projects
(Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan; Nabucco
pipalines, etc.) already opsrating

and in progress in ils region, Tur-
key will significantly strangthen
EU's energy security by diversify-
ing its energy supplies

* Being the 7* largest country in
terms of geothermal potential, and
the 8* largest in terms of hydroelec
tricity, Turkey is one of the richest
counties in the world in renewable

nergy resources. Turkey's acces-
sion will considerably help the EU
to increase the share of renewable
sources in its snergy consumption.



