INFORMATION NOTE ON UNIFORM SCHENGEN VISAS
WHAT IS A UNIFORM SCHENGEN VISA?
It is a permit which is required to enter and remain in Schengen area for a short period of time, for
example,
•

to visit relatives of friends

•

as a tourist

•

on business

•

to attend a conference

•

or simply to transit the country

A visa is time-limited and is valid for a maximum of 90 days in any six-month period.
A visa granted by any of the Schengen countries is also valid for visits to the others. (In
exceptional cases, the visa may only be valid for entry into the issuing country or only for certain
countries if the holder’s passport is not approved by all the Schengen countries).
TO WHICH COUNTRIES CAN I TRAVEL ON THE BASIS OF MY UNIFORM SCHENGEN VISA?
AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ESTONIA, FINLAND, FRANCE,
GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, ICELAND, ITALY, LATVIA, LIECHTENSTEIN, LITHUANIA,
LUXEMBOURG, MALTA, NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL, SLOVAKIA,
SLOVENIA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND.
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WHO CAN APPLY FOR A SCHENGEN VISA IN TURKEY?
 Turkish nationals and third-country nationals who are resident in Turkey.
 Third-country nationals legally present but not residing in Turkey, if the applicant provides
adequate justification for lodging the application in Turkey.

WHICH MEMBER STATE IS COMPETENT FOR EXAMINING AND DECIDING ON MY VISA
APPLICATION?
The Member State competent for examining and deciding on an application for a uniform visa
shall be:
(a) The Member State whose territory constitutes the sole destination of the visit(s).
(b) If the visit includes more than one destination, the Member State whose territory
constitutes the main destination of the visit(s) in terms of the length or purpose of stay.

(c) If more than one Member State can be considered main destination in terms of the length
of purpose of stay, any of those Member State
(d) If no main destination can be determined, the Member State whose external border the
applicant intends to cross in order to enter the territory of the Member States.
WHERE CAN I LODGE MY APPLICATION?
Applications can be either lodged to directly at consular office of the destination country or
external service provider. Please check the web site of the Member State through the links below.
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WHAT HAPPENS IF MY APPLICATION IS LODGED WITH THE MEMBER STATE THAT IS
NOT COMPETENT FOR EXAMINING AND DECIDING ON MY VISA?
When an application has been lodged, the Member State verifies whether it is competent to
examine and decide on it. If the Member State is not competent, it shall, without delay, return the
application form and any documents submitted by the applicant, reimburse the visa fee, and
indicate which Member State is competent.
VISA FEE
 Applicants shall pay a visa fee of EUR 60.


Children from the age of 6 years and below the age of 12 years shall pay a visa fee of EUR 35.

 Nationals from the Russian Federation, Ukraine, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
(FYROM), Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia - and Herzegovina, Albania, the Republic of Moldova and
Georgia shall pay a visa fee of EUR 35.
NB! The state fee is for examining the visa application
(Please check the website of the Member State through the links below, since Member States
might require a correspondent payment in TL and/or to a bank account.)

APPLICANTS EXEMPTED FROM VISA FEE
The visa fee shall be waived for applicants belonging to one of the following categories:
(a) Children under six years;
(b) School pupils, students, postgraduate students and accompanying teachers who
undertake stays for the purpose of study or educational training;
(c) Researchers from third countries travelling for the purpose of carrying out scientific
research as defined in Recommendation No 2005/761/EC of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 28 September 2005 to facilitate the issue by the Member States of
uniform short-stay visas for researchers from third countries travelling within the
Community for the purpose of carrying out scientific research;
(d) Representatives of non-profit organisations aged 25 years or less participating in
seminars, conferences, sports, cultural or educational events organised by non-profit
organisations.
Note: some Member States might grant additional visa fee waivers for specific categories of
applicants. Please check the website of the Member States through the links below.
SERVICE FEE
An additional service fee will be charged by an external service provider.
(Please check the website of the Member State through the links below)
WHEN CAN AN APPLICATION BE LODGED?
A visa application should be lodged at least 15 calendar days before the intended visit and cannot
be lodged earlier than three months before the start of the intended visit.
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An application lodged less than 15 calendar days before the intended departure may be accepted,
but the processing time may be up to 15 days and the decision might be taken AFTER the
intended date of departure.
It is the applicant’s responsibility to take necessary precautions to respect the deadlines where an
appointment system is in place.
A Holder of a multiple-entry visa valid for a period of at least six month may lodge the application
for a new visa before the expiry of the validity of the visa currently held. However, the validity of
the new visa must complement the current visa, a person cannot hold two uniform visas valid for
the same period if time.
It is also recommended that you lodge your visa application taking into account national holidays
of the country of destination and Turkey. Please note that during holidays the operation of certain
consular services may be reduced.
(Please check the website of the Member State through the links below.)
DO I NEED AN APPOINTMENT FOR SUBMITTING MY APPLICATION?
Applicants may be required to obtain an appointment for the lodging of an application.
(Please check the website of the Member State through the links below.)
SHOULD I HAVE A STAMP ON MY PASSPORT INDICATING THAT MY VISA APPLICATION
IS ADMISSIBLE?
When an application is admissible, the competent consular office stamps the applicant’s travel
document.
This stamp indicates the Member State examining the application, the date of application (i.e.
22.4.2011) and the authority examining the visa application
This stamp has no legal implications, and when a visa is issued, the sticker is placed on the page
where the stamp has been affixed.
Diplomatic and service passports are not stamped.
WHAT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE ATTACHED TO MY APPLICATION?
Check the harmonized list of supporting documents to be submitted by applicants (link) and the
web site of the Member State through the links below.
Please note that during the examination of an application the
additional documents.

consular office may request

DO I HAVE TO GO THROUGH AN INTERVIEW?
Please note that during the examination of an application the consular office may call the applicant
for an interview.
HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO DECIDE ON MY APPLICATION?
Applications shall be decided on within 15 calendar days of the date of the lodging of an
application which is admissible.
That period may be extended up to a maximum of 30 calendar days in individual cases, notably
when further scrutiny of the application is needed.
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Exceptionally, when additional documentation is needed in specific cases, the period may be
extended up to a maximum of 60 calendar days.
WHAT CAN I DO IF THE VISA IS REFUSED?
As of 5th April 2011, applicants who have been refused a visa shall be informed by an official
refusal letter and may have the right to appeal in accordance with the national law of the
concerned Member State.
Appeals shall be conducted against the Member State that has taken the final decision on the
application and in accordance with the national law of that Member State.
Each Member State shall indicate the references to the national law and the procedure relating to
the right of appeal, including the competent authority with which an appeal may be lodged, as well
as the time limit for lodging such an appeal.
You will find this information in the form for notifying and motivating refusal that you will be given
for such purpose.
WHAT DOCUMENTS DO I HAVE TO TAKE WITH ME WHEN I TRAVEL ON A SCHENGEN
VISA?
Mere possession of a Schengen visa does not mean that the holder has an automatic right to
enter the Schengen Area (i.e. the territory of the countries that issue Schengen visa).
At the external border, the visa holder may be requested to produce documents justifying the
purpose and conditions of the intended stay and that they have sufficient means of subsistence,
both for the period of the intended stay and for the return to their country of origin or transit to a
third state into which they are certain to be admitted, or are in a position to acquire such means
lawfully. The applicant’s should also be in possession of an adequate travel medical insurance
valid throughout the territory of the Member States and cover the entire period of intended stay or
transit.
OR
Applicants, whenever they enter the Schengen area, shall be in possession of adequate and valid
travel medical insurance to cover any expenses which might arise in connection with repatriation
for medical reasons, urgent medical attention and/or emergency hospital treatment or death,
during their stay(s) on the territory of the Member States The insurance shall be valid throughout
the territory of the Member States and cover the entire period of the person’s intended stay or
transit. The minimum coverage shall be EUR 30 000.
WHAT RULES APPLY IF MY FAMILY MEMBERS are EU OR EEA NATIONALS?
If you are a family member of an EU/EEA or you may qualify for an accelerated free visa
procedure as long as you meet the following criteria:
1.- You are a family member (this includes a spouse, registered partner, child who is under 21 or a
depending family member) of an EU/EEA or Swiss national (or of his/her spouse/registered
partner); AND
2.- That EU/EEA national or Swiss national is residing in another Member State than that of which
he/she is a national or travelling there to take up residence; AND
3.- You are accompanying the EU/EEA national or planning to join him/her for residence.
The visa should be applied for at the consular office of the country of future residence of the
EU/EEA national or Swiss national, not at the consular office of his/her country of origin.
This rule applies only to EU citizens who move to or reside in a Member State other than that of
which they are a national, and to their family members who accompany or join them.
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If you think you qualify for visa facilitation you will need to show proof that you meet these criteria
when you submit your visa application.
LINKS TO THE WEB SITES OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE SCHENGEN AREA AND TO
THE EXTERNAL SERVICE PROVIDERS
AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ESTONIA, FINLAND, FRANCE,
GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, ICELAND, ITALY, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG,
MALTA, NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SPAIN,
SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND.

AUSTRIA
BELGIUM

http://www.diplomatie.be/ankara/default.asp?id=30&mnu=30
http://www.iks.com.tr/en-EN/visa_be.aspx

CZECH
REPUBLIC

http://www.mzv.cz/ankara/en/visa_and_consular_information/index.html

DENMARK

http://www.ambankara.um.dk/en/menu/ConsularServices/Visaandresidencepermits/

ESTONIA

http://www.estemb.org.tr/consular_information/visa_regulations/aid-114

FINLAND

http://www.finland.org.tr/public/default.aspx?nodeid=37344&contentlan=2&culture=en-US

FRANCE.

http://www.ambafrance-tr.org/spip.php?rubrique77

GERMANY

http://www.ankara.diplo.de/Vertretung/ankara/tr/07__Visa/Visa.html

GREECE

http://www2.mfa.gr/www.mfa.gr/AuthoritiesAbroad/Europe/Turkey/EmbassyAnkara/enUS/Visa/Schengen+Visa/

ICELAND

Denmark representing

HUNGARY.

http://www.mfa.gov.hu/kulkepviselet/TR/tr/

ITALY

http://www.ambankara.esteri.it (Embassy of Italy in Ankara)
http://www.consistanbul.esteri.it (Consulate General of Italy in Istanbul)
http://www.consizmir.esteri.it (Consulate of Italy in Izmir)
www.idata.com.tr (external service provider IDATA)

LATVIA
LITHUANIA

http://tr.mfa.lt/index.php?1721417823

LUXEMBOURG

http://ankara.mae.lu

MALTA

http://www.foreign.gov.mt/default.aspx?MDIS=724

NETHERLANDS

http://turkey.nlembassy.org/Config/Right_column/Directly_to/Visa
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http://www.idata.com.tr/en/
NORWAY

http://www.norway.org.tr/Embassy/Visa-and-other-permits/

POLAND

http://www.ankara.polemb.net/index.php?document=165

PORTUGAL

http://www.mne.gov.pt/mne/en/infocidadao/portugal/

SLOVAKIA

http://www.foreign.gov.sk/en/consular_info/visa

SLOVENIA
SPAIN

www.embajadaenturquia.maec.es.

SWEDEN

http://www.swedenabroad.com/Page____33553.aspx www.vfsglobal.com/sweden/ankara o
www.vfsglobal.com/sweden/istanbul

SWITZERLAND

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/reps/eur/vtur/embank/visank.html
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