17- SCIENCE AND RESEARCH 

The decision concerning the approval of the Framework Agreement signed between the Republic of Turkey and the European Community (EC) on the general principles of the participation of the Republic of Turkey in Community Programmes entered into force after its publication in the Official Gazette No. 24863, dated 1 September 2002. The decision concerning the approval of the Memorandum of Understanding on Turkey’s participation in the EC Sixth Framework Programme on Research entered into force on 10 January 2003 after its publication in the Official Gazette No.24988, dated 9 January 2003. 

With the completion of the above-mentioned process, Turkey’s full participation in the EC Sixth Framework Programme on Research has been ensured. TÜBİTAK (The Scientific and Technical Research Council of Turkey) is acting as the national contact point of Turkey. 

I- PRIORITY LIST

PRIORITY 17.1 Strengthening the effectiveness of Turkish participation in the EC Sixth Framework Programme and to increase the participation of relevant institutions and enterprises in the Programme 

II- MEASURES FOR HARMONISATION WITH THE EU LEGISLATION AND IMPLEMENTATION

PRIORITY 17.1 Strengthening the effectiveness of Turkish participation in the Sixth EC Framework Programme on Research and to increase the participation of relevant institutions and enterprises in the Programme 

1- Priority Description

The 2002 Regular Report on Turkey’s Progress Towards Accession stipulates that the level of gross domestic expenditure in research and development as a percentage of GDP continues to be low, less than one third of the EU average. The number of researchers corresponds to one tenth of the EU average. Universities and public research institutions remain the main catalysts in scientific and research activities, as the role of the private sector and SMEs continues to be limited 

The participation of Turkey in the EC Sixth Framework Programme on Research will make a significant contribution to scientific & research activities of relevant institutions, and R&D activities. To this end, emphasis has to be given to nation-wide promotion activities and studies aimed at awareness raising.

A National Contact Point Office has been established within TÜBİTAK for the Sixth Framework Programme. The National Contact Point Office, which will be responsible for nation-wide promotion activities and studies aiming at raising national awareness, is composed of 11 National Contact Points, one of which is the National Coordinator, and an assistance unit 

2- Schedule of Necessary Legislative Changes

The acquis that will be published by the EU during the implementation of the EC Sixth Framework Programme will be adopted and implemented by Turkey, as a result of Turkey’s full participation in the Programme. 

Necessary studies have been initiated regarding exemption from Value Added Tax and other legal deductions from EU financial support that will be granted to Turkish institutions and researchers within the context of the Sixth Framework Programme. 

3- Schedule of Necessary Institutional Changes

Institutional changes are not foreseen at this stage for this priority.

4- Financing Requirements and Sources of Financing

	Table 17.1.1
(Euro)

Requirements -(TÜBİTAK)
	Year
	National Budget
	EU Resources
	Other Resources
	Total

	The national contribution to FP6
	2003
	34,200,000
	13,800,000 
	
	48,000,000 

	
	2004
	45,781,087
	12,918,913
	
	58,700,000 

	
	2005
	The exact amount of national contribution is not clear since the reduction in national contribution for these years will be determined after the evaluation report that will be published in late 2004 by the European Commission. 
	
	

	
	2006
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	260,000,000
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