ANNEX I


Additional Information on Searching Partners

Partnerships are of utmost importance for the Towns and Municipalities Grant Scheme. In order to be considered eligible for grant support, projects must have at least one eligible partner (municipality or association of municipalities) from EU member states. The project design has to ensure sustainability of the established partnerships. Project has to describe the strategy, forms (formal and informal agreements for cooperation) and measures for continuation of the partnership between Turkish and EU counterparts after the project end.
This document provides you with a list of websites that may be useful in searching a partner and identifying a project idea.

Before starting the partner search:

1. Prepare a short profile of your municipality/union of municipalities, describing shortly the location, population, economic sectors and environment.

2. Select thematic areas for cooperation and prepare a short summary of your project. 

A review of EU policies and good practice examples of transnational cooperation projects may help you to identify the project. There are many databases of good practice transnational projects implemented in EU countries.

3. Prepare a short description of the current grant scheme (mention eligible partners, maximum grant and co-financing requirements, eligible actions).

Identify the preferred characteristics of your partner(s) - country, regions, etc, and try to approach them directly. Your contacts may be facilitated by:

· Union of Municipalities in Turkey;

· National associations of municipalities in EU MS and candidate countries;

· Thematic networks of municipalities;

· Embassies of EU member states and candidate countries;

· Local universities, chambers of commerce and industry, which usually have good contacts with organizations from EU member states.

In the websites given below you may find useful information on regional and national associations, EU policies, and successful international projects, implemented in the past. 

Useful addresses for partners search 

	Twinning market
Partner Search portal
	· Presentation of municipalities, searching partners for town twining projects 

· Opportunity to register your municipality in the partner search databank

	http://www.twinnings.org/
	


	Union of Municipalities in Turkey
	· Advice on partners search



	http://www.tbb.gov.tr
	


	Associations of municipalities in EU countries 
	· Contacts of associations of municipalities in EU member states and candidate countries



	http://www.ccre.org/docs/list_of_members_en.doc
	


	Embassies 
	· Contacts of Embassies in Turkey



	http://www.embassiesabroad.com/embassies-in/Turkey.cfm

	


Documents on EU policies and projects databases 

	European Commission 

Town-twining portal
	· Cases of supported town twining projects

· Examples of twinning activities in Europe

	http://ec.europa.eu/towntwinning/index_en.html

	


European Institutions and associations of local and regional authorities 

	Institution/ Network
	Resources

	Committee of the Regions 

A body, representing regional and local authorities, participating in the European Union's decision-making procedures.
	· Opinions, resolutions, documents and publications on EU polices, regional and local development

	http://www.cor.europa.eu
	


	Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
Advisory body to Council of Europe, providing representation of local and regional authorities
	· Opinions, resolutions, documents and publications on EU polices and local self-government

	http://www.coe.int/T/Congress
	


	Assembly of European Regions 

Partner of the European and international institutions on every issue of regional competence.
	· Documents and publications on regional and local development

	http://www.a-e-r.org
	


	Council of European Municipalities and Regions

Organization of local and regional governments in Europe - associations of towns, municipalities and regions from over 35 countries.
	· Presentation of local and regional structures in European countries

· Presentation of town twining projects

	http://www.ccre.org
	


	EUROCITIES

Association of European cities with a population of over 250 thousand
	· Publications and project cases

· Links to thematic networks and associations of European cities and information centres

	http://www.eurocities.org

	


EU legislation and policies  

	Summaries of legislation website 

	· Summaries of EU legislation in all policy areas. 

· Links to legislation and policy documents 

	http://europa.eu/scadplus/scad_en.htm

	


Urban planning 

	URBACT Community Initiative
Programme, facilitating the networking between cities from all Member States
	· Case studies of implemented projects, successful tools and methods, studies, links to European thematic networks. 

· Thematic areas: urban regeneration, public private partnerships, social inclusion, transport and environment, citizens participation, etc.

	http://urbact.eu
	


	European Urban Knowledge Network 

EUKN facilitates the exchange of knowledge and experience on urban issues.
	· Case studies of good practice projects, EU policy documents. Thematic areas: social inclusion; housing; transport & infrastructure; urban environment; economy, knowledge & employment; security & crime prevention

	http://www.eukn.org
	


Environment and sustainable development 

	LIFE 

Financial Instrument for Environment. LIFE co-finances environmental initiatives in the European Union and certain third countries
	· Description of EU environmental policies and strategies

· Publications on good practice projects, related to waste management, water managements

· Innovative projects for European urban environment

	http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/

	


	EU Sustainable Development Strategy Portal 


	· Publications on EU sustainable development strategy, policy documents, toolkits, manuals

· Links to main sustainable development websites

	http://ec.europa.eu/sustainable/

	


	Association of local government for sustainable development 
Association of local governments and national and regional local government organizations
	· Publications and manuals on sustainable development 



	http://www.iclei.org/

	


	Energie-Cités
Association of European local authorities for promotion of local sustainable energy policies.
	· Database of good practice projects

· Publications and manuals on sustainable energy policies



	http://www.energie-cites.org
	


Urban Transport 

	CIVITAS Forum 

Forum for exchange of ideas and experiences between the 17 participating CIVITAS II demonstration cities, and other cities that are committed to introducing ambitious, clean urban transport strategies.
	· Database of projects, best practice examples of urban transport strategies, manuals, etc.

	http://www.civitas-initiative.org

	


	European Local Transport Information Service
Provides information and supports the practical transfer of knowledge and exchange of experience in the field of urban and regional transport in Europe
	· Database of about 500 projects, manuals, etc. 

	http://www.eltis.org

	


Investments promotion  

	The OECD Investment Committee
Forum for international co-operation, policy analyses and advice on investments promotion 
	· Studies, policy documents and manuals

	www.oecd.org/investment

	


	World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies
	· Publications and manuals on best practices in investment promotion

	http://www.waipa.org
	


