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The legal basis The legal basis –– the standards part of Directive the standards part of Directive 
98/3498/34

Directive 98/34 Directive 98/34 refersrefers to standards in  to standards in  
severalseveral provisions. Key provisions. Key statuarystatuary provisions provisions 
withwith regard to standards are:regard to standards are:

–– thethe referencereference to to thethe principlesprinciples ofof thethe European European 
standardisation standardisation systemsystem ((coherencecoherence, , 
transparencytransparency, , opennessopenness, consensus, , consensus, 
independenceindependence ofof specialspecial interestsinterests efficiencyefficiency andand
decisiondecision makingmaking basedbased on national on national 
representationrepresentation) in ) in thethe recitalsrecitals ofof thethe Directive;Directive;



The legal basis The legal basis –– the standards part of Directive the standards part of Directive 
98/3498/34

–– the definition of a standard as a written the definition of a standard as a written 
document, adopted by a recognized standards document, adopted by a recognized standards 
body which is available to the public for body which is available to the public for 
repeated or continuous application and which is repeated or continuous application and which is 
nonnon--mandatory;mandatory;

–– the stipulation of an obligation to notify all new the stipulation of an obligation to notify all new 
national standards;national standards;

–– the standstill obligation;the standstill obligation;
–– the stipulation of an obligation to withdraw the stipulation of an obligation to withdraw 

conflicting national standards when a European conflicting national standards when a European 
standard has been developed;standard has been developed;



The legal basis The legal basis –– the standards part of Directive the standards part of Directive 
98/3498/34

–– the authorisation to request the elaboration of the authorisation to request the elaboration of 
European standards (European standards (““standardisation standardisation 
mandatemandate ””););

–– the determination of the three official European the determination of the three official European 
Standards Organisations (CEN, CENELEC, Standards Organisations (CEN, CENELEC, 
ETSI).ETSI).



The legal basis The legal basis –– the standards part of Directive the standards part of Directive 
98/3498/34

Directive 98/34 is currently under revision. For the Directive 98/34 is currently under revision. For the 
standardisation part, the following key adjustments standardisation part, the following key adjustments 
are planned:are planned:

extension of the scope of application to service extension of the scope of application to service 
standards;standards;
insertion of alternative standardisation products insertion of alternative standardisation products 
((““New DeliverablesNew Deliverables””) into the scope of application;) into the scope of application;
obligation of national and European Standards obligation of national and European Standards 
Organisations to comply with the principles of Organisations to comply with the principles of 
standardisation when developing formal standardisation when developing formal 
standards.standards.



StandardisationStandardisation as a strategic tool to support as a strategic tool to support 
European policiesEuropean policies

NowadaysNowadays, standards , standards playplay a a prominentprominent rolerole in in 
supportingsupporting EU EU policiespolicies. This . This takestakes place in place in thethe
followingfollowing four areas:four areas:

–– EU EU LegislationLegislation
–– Support Support ofof thethe competitivenesscompetitiveness ofof industryindustry
–– Support Support ofof societalsocietal needsneeds
–– RemovalRemoval ofof barriersbarriers to to tradetrade atat international international 

levellevel



Standardisation in support Standardisation in support ofof EU EU legislationlegislation

In the context of the In the context of the ““New ApproachNew Approach”” legislation, standardisation has legislation, standardisation has 
been facilitating the establishment of the Single Market for goobeen facilitating the establishment of the Single Market for goods since ds since 
the early 1980s the early 1980s 

As a consequence of its better regulation policy in the frameworAs a consequence of its better regulation policy in the framework of the k of the 
revised Lisbon strategy to create more jobs and growth, the revised Lisbon strategy to create more jobs and growth, the 
Commission has committed itself to carrying out, more systematicCommission has committed itself to carrying out, more systematically, ally, 
an impact assessment for important legislative projects. In thisan impact assessment for important legislative projects. In this context, context, 
alternatives and the least stringent solution must be consideredalternatives and the least stringent solution must be considered. . 
Reference to voluntary standards is one possibility.Reference to voluntary standards is one possibility.

Since 1998, more than 20 legislative acts have been adopted or Since 1998, more than 20 legislative acts have been adopted or 
proposed which make use of European standards and concern areas proposed which make use of European standards and concern areas 
beyond the Single Market for goods. These areas include ICT, beyond the Single Market for goods. These areas include ICT, 
services, transport, consumer and environmental protection.services, transport, consumer and environmental protection.



Standardisation in support Standardisation in support ofof thethe competitivenesscompetitiveness ofof
industryindustry

Standards Standards provideprovide addedadded value value andand increaseincrease thethe
competitivenesscompetitiveness ofof industryindustry..
In In thethe contextcontext ofof thethe revisedrevised LisbonLisbon strategystrategy
aimingaiming atat thethe creationcreation ofof more jobs more jobs andand growthgrowth, , 
thethe Commission Commission hashas incorporatedincorporated andand intendsintends to to 
continue to continue to incorporateincorporate thethe use use ofof standards in standards in 
variousvarious documents documents relatedrelated to to itsits policiespolicies ((e.g.e.g.
improvingimproving thethe internalinternal marketmarket for for goodsgoods andand
services, innovation, services, innovation, defencedefence, ICT), ICT)



Standardisation in support Standardisation in support ofof societalsocietal needsneeds

EnvironmentEnvironment

AccessibilityAccessibility for for allall

SecuritySecurity

ServicesServices



RemovalRemoval ofof barriersbarriers to to tradetrade atat international international levellevel

TheThe use use ofof international standards international standards helpshelps to to removeremove barriersbarriers
to to tradetrade. . TheThe Commission Commission thereforetherefore promotespromotes, , togethertogether
withwith thethe European Standards Organisations European Standards Organisations andand theirtheir
national national membersmembers, , thethe use use ofof international standards.international standards.

AlsoAlso, , withwith itsits standards standards policypolicy atat international international levellevel, , thethe
CommissionCommission’’s s activitiesactivities includeinclude participation in Business participation in Business 
Dialogues, support to Dialogues, support to thethe coco--operationoperation betweenbetween European European 
andand international standards organisations, international standards organisations, thethe promotion promotion ofof
standards standards receptivereceptive regulatoryregulatory modelsmodels suchsuch as UN/ECE as UN/ECE 
andand technicaltechnical assistance.assistance.



•Transpose and implement Directive 98/34
•Set up and maintain a national 
infrastructure in support of the European 
Standardisation System

• Financial viability
• Application of standardisation principles by National 
Standards Body

• Membership of ESOs and transposition of European 
standards  

•Strengthen co-operation with the  
Commission

What needs to be done to implement European What needs to be done to implement European 
standards policystandards policy



What needs to be done to implement European What needs to be done to implement European 
standards policystandards policy

The introduction of an institutional framework on 
standardization, including:

an autonomous institution separate from governmental 
bodies;
the voluntary character of standards;
participation of interested parties;
application of standardisation principles;
transposition of European standards at national level;
support of EU policy on standardisation.



The most recent important political documents The most recent important political documents 
relating to European standardisation are:relating to European standardisation are:

The Commission Communication on the The Commission Communication on the ““Role of Role of 
European standardisation in the framework of European standardisation in the framework of 
European policies and legislationEuropean policies and legislation”” of 18 October of 18 October 
20042004
The Council Conclusions on European The Council Conclusions on European 
standardisation of 21standardisation of 21-- 22 December 200422 December 2004
The Action Plan for European Standardisation of The Action Plan for European Standardisation of 
October 2005October 2005



All documents are available at: All documents are available at: 
URL:http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/URL:http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/

standards_policy/index_en.htmstandards_policy/index_en.htm
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